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whom hostile contemporaries saw or believed they saw;
yet in a sense these same letters demonstrate how she created
in Germany those two terrible Monsters, which wreaked
vengeance upon the world. In the letters the Empress
betrays her real self with remarkable clarity and part of the
result is corroboration of what her enemies and even her
more discerning friends had said about her. The only
difference is that the letters disclose a good woman, fiercely
ambitious, not for herself, but to bring humanity, Teuton
humanity, to higher things, a loving mother given to harsh
courses to achieve a great goal, a high-minded woman, aware
of her own brilliance and convinced of the invariable correct-
ness of her own opinions, a passionately devoted wife pushing
her husband often along wrong paths for his own good.

Unhappily, whatever her motives, the results were tragic.
Ill-judgment, recklessness, lack of tact and of discernment
were her undoing. It used to be said that in the days of
glory of the Turkish Empire the women of the harem often
ruled Turkey. Yet the inmates of the harem kept to the
places alotted to them. In Constantinople a masterly wife
ended in the Bosphorus. Only by the same methods of
delicate subtlety, as were used by the women of the harem,
could the eldest daughter of Queen Victoria have achieved
influence among the rulers at Berlin. Had she been of a
character to do this, the bloody cataract of twentieth-
century history might have been averted.

It was five months after Sir Frederick Ponsonby had left
Friedrichshof, toward the end of July 1901, when the end
was very near for Empress Frederick, that one evening in
the dusk she was roused by a hoarse cough which came from
the grounds outside her window. It came from one of the
estate workers passing below. The Empress smiled faintly.
She said the sound had taken her back many years. She
told a story of when she was three years old. They called
her ' Pussy' in those days.

It was a cold, stormy night of 1844, The Royal Family
were in residence at Windsor Castle. Something woke her
up. Then she heard somebody coughing loudly an4